[Granulomatous hepatitis. Etiologic study of 107 cases (author's transl)].
An etiologic study was made of 107 cases of granulomatous hepatitis which were observed in a Department of Internal Medicine between January, 1971 and December, 1977 (excluding the hepatobiliary diseases). The most common etiology was tuberculosis (30 cases, 28 percent) followed by sarcoidosis (19 cases, 17.7 percent), Mediterranean exanthematous fever (13 cases, 12.1 percent), brucellosis (8 cases, 7.4 percent) typhoid fever (7 cases, 6.5 percent) and the idiopathic forms (8 cases, 7.4 percent). A lower rate of incidence was among Hodgkin's disease, toxoplasmosis, adenocarcinomas, leprosy, and those of unknown etiology, classified in this way because the study and follow-up of the patients could not be completed. There were, moreover, individual cases caused by mononucleosis, BCG reaction, hypogammaglobulinemia, celiac disease, and temporal arteritis. From a clinical point of view 50 percent of the patients had hepatomegaly and moderate disturbance of the liver enzymes. The most important enzymatic increases were detected in the cases caused by brucellosis; in the cases which were secondary to sarcoidosis the liver enzymes were normal. A comparison is established between the etiologic incidence of the present series and of others published in the literature. The causes and diagnostic problems of this type of lesion are discussed.